
John 10 : 22 – 30 
 

‘My sheep listen to my voice, I know them, and they follow me’. 
 

So how are things going with you? 
How are they really going? 

I don’t just mean: ‘are you well?  Are you healthy and happy?  Are you coping financially?  Is there food on 

the table?  Are your plans for the future in place?’ 

As important as these things are, I am asking about something far more important. Something which is vital 

for this life, but which will also outlast this life!  Because it is the key to our eternal future! 
 

Today Jesus says: ‘My sheep listen to my voice, I know them, and they follow me’. 
You may happen to know that today is a special Sunday in our Church year. We call it ‘Good Shepherd 

Sunday’.  But today is also a special Sunday for another reason. We all know that it is ‘Mothers Day’.  

How wonderful that we should be acknowledging these two realities on the same day. For somehow they 

belong together. They have such a special connection. 
 

So my question is really: ‘how is it going for you in your role as a shepherd?’ 
How is it for you as a shepherd of God’s sheep?  How is it for you as one who cares for the little lambs who 

are precious to Jesus?  

You do know that you are a shepherd, don’t you?  Every one of you!  Without exception! 

Every single one of us is a shepherd in God’s paddock.   
 

Mothers are shepherds. 
In most situations they are the primary care givers for their children. Sometimes they are also the primary 

providers. Often they are the ones who teach their children those important life lessons.  

If my experience is any indication, they are the ones who pass the faith on to their children. In a wonderful 

way mothers and all Godly women model the love and care that we all experience in Jesus.  
 

So dear mothers and grandmothers: ‘what is the voice that your little ones are hearing?’ 
Is it the same voice of encouragement, love and concern that comes from Jesus, our Good Shepherd?  Is it 

a voice that brings them into the loving fellowship of Jesus, their Good Shepherd?  By praying for them and 

with them, and teaching them how to pray. Encouraging them to read God’s Word and to sing songs of 

praise to him. Assuring them of God’s constant presence and his undying love for them in Jesus. Listening to 

them so that you may know their needs and concerns.  
 

Mothers and grandmothers have the most wonderful privilege of passing the faith on to their children. 
This is also the encouragement of God’s Word. We are told that Timothy grew in faith as a small child 

through his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois. They passed the faith on to him. 

So mums and grand-mums, make sure the little ones in your family are hearing from you that God loves 

them and they are precious to him.  
 

Fathers, grandfathers, men of God; you are also shepherds for your children. 
The greatest gift you can offer to your family is to love and support your wife in a spirit of thankfulness. She 

brings you joy in being the mother of your children. In doing so, you offer to your family what all children 

need – love and a real sense of belonging and safety. Make your home a happy place. 
 

So dads and grand-dads: ‘what is the voice that your children are hearing from you?’   
Make sure your children are hearing the same message of welcome and love that God offers everyone 

through his Son, Jesus. Make your home a place where Jesus is always present. Where his word is a living 

word that encourages and guides your children in speaking and acting in ways that please God!  Let your 

home be a haven where God’s love truly comes to life. 

Let your children be assured that God’s love covers every moment and activity in their lives. 
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Teachers and pastors, you are the shepherds of so many children. 
Your own children, the children of others and the children of our community!  They are first and foremost 

God’s children, whom he has placed into our care.  

We are gifted with a most awesome privilege and responsibility. No wonder the apostle James warns us: 

‘Not many among you should presume to be teachers, my brothers and sisters, because you know that we 

who teach will be judged more strictly’. (James 3:1)  

Through our speech and example, our teaching and witness, which can be both positive and encouraging, or 

it can be negative and harmful.  

We shape young lives for profitable living in this life. We also prepare them for a life with God both in this 

world and then in heaven. We are investing in them for this life and for the life that is to come. 
 

What an incredible responsibility; but what a wonderful privilege and blessing! 
This truly is a calling!  In our own wisdom and strength, we just don’t measure up!  We are unable to meet 

the challenge. But we have a power greater than our own. We have the wisdom of God’s Word. We have the 

presence of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All of you in your life and work are called by God to be shepherds. 
It doesn’t matter who we are. Whether we are active in work, or retired. In public life, or simply at home. 

The eyes of others are upon us. We have a power of positive influence on others, especially the young. 

May I even suggest that those humble people with a passion for fishing are shepherds!  Some of Jesus’ own 

disciples were fishermen, and he called them to be shepherds of his sheep and lambs.  

What a wonderful opportunity fishing offers to be shepherds. As you wait, you have lots of time to think, 

and so much time for conversation. What an opportunity to share how God has blessed you in your life and 

how he is blessing you now. What an opportunity to be able to point to the promises of God in Jesus that you 

are joyfully waiting to unfold in your life! 
 

Yes, even our wonderful children are called to be shepherds. 
The love of God already lives in you. Let it shine for others to see. I know that so many of the children at our 

College are sharing with their parents the wonderful stories they are hearing about Jesus. 

This may well be the future reality in our Godless nation. More and more, children may be able to share of 

God’s love in Jesus to their parents and carers.  
 

What a joy and privilege it is for us to be the shepherds of Jesus’ little lambs. 
We are not perfect and we are not able to get it all right. But we are the people of Jesus and he is our Good 

Shepherd. So may our eyes always and forever be turned toward Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 
 

Let us thank and praise God for Jesus, our Good Shepherd.  
He has led us in the past, bringing us through tough times, and through deep and dark moments. He is 

leading us now, giving us the joy of life as his people. He has promised to be with us wherever the future 

takes us and whatever it holds. We have his assurance that he will even: ‘be with us as we walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death’. (Psalm 23:4)  

In love he laid down his life, by dying on the cross, so that we may have our life. In love he knows us and 

calls us by name. As our Good Shepherd, he longs for us to turn to him in all our needs. He loves it when we 

return to him in thankfulness and praise. He is the Good Shepherd who delights in us. For: ‘The Lord … 

takes pleasure in those who honour him, in those who trust in his constant love’. (Psalm 147:11)  
 

What a joy it is to be in the family of Jesus, our Good Shepherd. 
He not only calls us to be the people of his pasture, he invites us to join with him in being the shepherds of 

his sheep. May we joyfully shepherd those whom he places into our care.    

Because Jesus is our Good Shepherd, let us joyfully follow him, now and forever! 


