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‘let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel’ 
 

I love the story of Naaman for what it can teach us. 
In the story there are two kings. One was so upset, that he tore his clothes. That was usually a sign of 

mourning, grief or loss. 

Then we have the prophet Elisha. He was probably a bit of a wild man, like his mentor Elijah, or even the 

New Testament prophet John the Baptist, who pointed people to Jesus. 

There is also Naaman’s wife, but she is only mentioned in passing. Then there are the servants. Without the 

servants, there would be no story, no cure, and no happy ending. Nothing to remember! 

But this story was remembered through the centuries. Enough for Jesus himself to recall the story and even 

refer to it when he preached his first sermon, in his hometown of Nazareth!  

‘Now there were many lepers in Israel at the time of the prophet Elisha’, Jesus said, ‘but none of them 

was cleansed, except Naaman the Syrian’. (Luke 4:27) Jesus did not mention the servants, but he would not 

have known the story without them. 
 

The story begins with Naaman and it is pretty much all about him. 
So who is Naaman? 

Well, he’s the commander of the King’s army. A great man in high favour with his master. The narrator 

paints a very big picture. Naaman is an important man, a four star general, head of Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

decorated with military victories and honours, in favour with the king, one of the inner circle. He is someone 

to reckon with. A really big shot. 

We see how big and powerful he is in every way, but then the story takes a turn!    

Although mighty, Naaman suffers from the dreaded leprosy. All the greatness about him can’t change this 

one terrible truth. He suffers from leprosy. A mighty warrior, but infected with a disease so devastating that 

his skin seems to be literally rotting from his bones! 
 

Then someone so very different from this mighty warrior enters the story. 
She is a slave girl who had been carried off in a raid into Israel. It was common for mighty warriors to 

accumulate such plunder in wartime raids – gold and silver, horses and chariots, and slaves. They could have 

all they wanted. This particular slave girl had been taken from her home, and she was now in the service of 

Naaman’s wife. 

She is as small and insignificant as Naaman is big and important!  The power he has, she lacks. Even so, she 

has the courage to speak and not remain silent. ‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria’, 

she told her mistress, ‘he would cure him of his leprosy’. (v. 3)  

Isn’t it interesting that this young girl cares about this man whose army had carried her away from her own 

people?  Why did she care?  But just as interesting is why Naaman and the king choose to listen to what the 

girl said!     
 

The king gives Naaman permission to go. 
So he departs with a letter of introduction from his king. But as the king of Israel reads the letter from the 

king of Aram, he becomes really anxious and upset. ‘Am I God’, he asks, ‘can I kill or bring back to life … 

or cure a man from his leprosy?’ (v. 7) So he tore his robes in fear. It didn’t occur to the king that he is not 

the centre of things. He was afraid that the king of Aram was trying to trick him. 
 

At this point, the prophet Elisha comes into the picture. 
‘Stop tearing your clothes’, he tells the king, ‘you’re not the only one around here, you know. Send him to 

me and he will know there is a prophet in Israel’. (v. 8) We hear no more of the king.  

The mighty Naaman gets his horses and chariots ready, loaded up with gifts of gold, silver and clothing. He 

heads for Elisha’s house. Now just imagine the scene at Elisha’s front door! Elisha doesn’t even bother 

coming out of his house!  He simply sends his servant with a message for Naaman! 
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‘Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan … and you will be cleansed!’ (v. 10) 

Now, Naaman is not used to this sort of treatment. He is a man of authority. Comfortable speaking with 

kings!  His own king, and the kings of other nations. Who does this upstart Elisha think he is? 

Naaman has no intention of washing in the muddy Jordan!  ‘Aren’t the rivers of Damascus better than any 

of the waters of Israel?’ (v. 12) With that outburst, he heads for home in a rage!  That would have been the 

end of it. Except for the servants! 
 

Naaman’s servants were horrified at their master’s behavior. 
‘My father’, they say, ‘if the prophet had asked you to do something difficult, would you not have done it?  

How much more then, when he simply tells you, “Wash and be clean”’ (v. 13) Hey, they are smart, aren’t 

they?  They know how to get to their master. Of course he would do something difficult. He’s done it many 

times before. He was, after all, a mighty warrior. Surely he’s brave enough to wash in a muddy river. 

With that, Naaman follows the original command. He dips himself seven times in the Jordan and his skin is 

completely restored. ‘His flesh became clean like that of a young boy’, we are told. (v. 14) 
 

There would be no story without these humble servants. 
Without the slave girl who spoke of God’s prophet. Without the servants who turned Naaman’s pride 

around. This mighty man was healed by the power of God, and the intervention of his servants who cared 

about his well-being. We could simply say, ‘What a wonderful story. A good story to tell our children, 

remembering God’s acts’.  

But is there anything more?  Is there something we can learn from this story?  
 

Well, we live in a really great and privileged country, don’t we? 
The richness of resources, above and under the ground. The variety of plants and animals that are unique to 

Australia. The identities who have put Australia on the map, in both good and bad ways!  The sporting 

achievements that given our small population compared to other countries are simply outstanding.  

Do we still have anything to learn?  Do we need to be listening to others? 
 

Well, we could be full of ourselves like Naaman and say ‘No!’ 
But are we, as intelligent people still refusing to learn from past experiences?  Humble stories of others. 

While I have been here, we have had some significant floods and fires locally. What amazes me, is that after 

these events, bureaucrats working in high rise buildings in city offices continue to set the agenda for regional 

communities without consulting local knowledge. They probably haven’t even set foot in our town to listen 

to the wisdom of humble people who have lived their entire life here, and have been through this before.  

Also, as a nation our Governments continue to pour billions of dollars into our urban infrastructure, while 

vital country roads and highways are breaking up, with only some occasional band aid patch up work? 
 

Now that is one thing, but what about you and me?   
Could we be listening, … learning, … growing?  Becoming what God wants us to be as his people?    

Or are we arrogant like Naaman?  We think we have got it all together!  We have done it before!  We don’t 

need to be doing the simple thing and learn from the humble voices around us!  We know better! 
 

Are you listening to the humble voice of God’s life-giving word? 
Along with the loving and gracious counsel of your Godly friends?  Through them we get to see the bigger 

picture. But if we are simply like Naaman, and continue to do it our way, we will keep walking around with 

our sicknesses, our broken relationships, our unsatisfied and sometimes messed up lives. 

But if we listen to the wisdom of God’s words and heed the counsel of good people, our lives will be filled 

with healing and hope and joy. So get into God’s Word!  Set yourself a daily program of reading God’s 

Word. Especially these wonderful Old Testament stories. They have so much to offer us. Real life stories! 
 

When we do, we will really live. Like children of God. God blesses all who listen to him! 


