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SERMON:  April 19 2019 – Good Friday. 

 

It is Finished 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our crucified servant 

King, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Text:  John 19: 28-30  After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, He said (in 

order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So 

they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to His mouth. 30 When 

Jesus had received the wine, He said, “It is finished.” Then He bowed His head and gave up 

His spirit.  

 

Yes!!          It’s finished!! 

Have you ever had one of those D.I.Y. projects that has really bugged you, troubled, 

perplexed and frustrated you?  A D.I.Y. project either self -imposed or thrust on you by 

your spouse or a friend, a job that you plugged away at, persisted with, and finally, 

maybe even miraculously, saw through to its end, until the job was done?    

Did you excitedly shout, ‘Yes!!  It’s finished!!’ scaring the cat and setting off all the 

dogs in the neighbourhood? 

Well; good on you if you have. 

 

Jesus was handed a do-it-yourself job by God His Father – and it was a doozie! 

God tells Him, ‘See what a horrible mess they’ve made.  They’ve got no hope of 

ever untangling it by themselves – only you can do it Son.  Only you can bring 

them back and save them from their sin, only you.’ 
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It was a D.I.Y. job that only God’s Son could accomplish. – It’s a job He did 

accomplish! 

John 19:28 attests to this momentous job near completion when, from Calvary’s cross 

Jesus gasps; “I am thirsty.”   

Jesus needed to wet His lips and His parched tongue, wrung dry by hours and hours of 

questioning and torturing by the Jewish authorities and the Romans.  Wrung dry by the 

physical effort of hauling His cross through Jerusalem’s streets and up Golgotha hill – 

wrung dry by time and torment.   

Jesus was thirsty! 

But physical thirst was not the only reason Jesus sought a drink.  He had something to 

say and He needed it to be heard – something that would forever change the course of 

world history.  This thing He needed to say could and would fulfill Holy Scripture, so that 

He would honour God’s ageless Word. 

What is it that Jesus had to say?  What were His words that finally enabled the keystone 

to be put in place?  The keystone that locked in place His promise to forgive the sins of 

ALL who believe in Him and confess that He is Lord? 

 

When Jesus said that world changing sentence, “It is finished.” the keystone or 

cornerstone that that builders had rejected had been placed into the arch; that was the 

last act, and that act completed everything.  This last painstaking act played out during 

the three hours of darkness when Jesus, covered with our pain, shame and guilt, 

experienced the pain of God turning His face away.  When that rejection was over, the 

final act was finished, and by that final act, all was accomplished that Scripture had 

foretold.   

 

Nothing more was needed - “It is finished.”  

 

Now Jesus could lie down to rest in death so He bowed His head and gave up His spirit 

(John 19:30). 
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The question is, what is finished? 

 Satan’s grip on the world is finished!  His power was nailed to Calvary’s cross 

 Sin is finished!  Jesus took ALL our sin with Him to the cross. 

 Eternal death is finished!  Jesus’ once and for all death has defeated eternal 

death – O death, where is your sting? 

 

Jesus’ rescue mission is finished! – It’s done! – It’s made perfect! 

Perfect in that it is glorious, astounding and miraculous. 

And perfect in that it is complete - “It is finished!!” 

Amen. 


