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SERMON – April 28 2019 – Easter 2 

 

Faith in Forgiveness 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our crucified, 

raised and ever-present Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Text:   John 20:19b-23 “Peace be with you.” 20After He said this, He showed them His 

hands and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When He had 

said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

One of the strangest, perhaps most counter-cultural aspects of the Good Friday 

drama are Jesus’ words from the cross, just moments before He died.  In extreme 

agony as the nails bearing His weight tear at His flesh and He gasps with each 

laboured breath.  As the crowds on Golgotha loudly mock and taunt Him to come 

down from the cross, questioning whether He is truly the Son of God.  The soldiers 

laughed and joked at the foot of the cross as they gambled for Jesus’ cloak as He 

was dying.  Most of Jesus’ disciples, His closest friends were nowhere to be seen!  

Afraid, they had scattered to find somewhere – anywhere to hide.  Despite 

excruciating pain and in His dying moments Jesus says; "Father, forgive them.  They 

don’t know what they are doing". 

 

When Jesus says; "Father forgive them" – the ‘them’ are all those who have been 

involved in His crucifixion – leaders of the community and the church, government 

officials, soldiers, disciples and friends – those who were mocking, jeering, taunting, 

gambling; hiding.  The ‘them’ Jesus refers to is every person who has had a hand in 

causing such extreme pain and torture.  And yet, Jesus prayed that they would be 

forgiven.  

That’s not supposed to be how things work – forgiveness in the face of so much 

hatred and shame.  That’s certainly not normal!   
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Normal is more like anger, hatred and abusive language! 

 

In today’s Gospel we hear about Jesus coming into the secret room where His 

disciples are hiding.  They had deserted Him in the Garden of Gethsemane, Simon 

Peter, one of His closest and most trusted friends had denied his relationship with 

Jesus three times.  Others said that they were prepared to give up their own life for 

Jesus – but in the end fear overcame them and not a single one stood up to defend 

or befriend Jesus in His darkest hour of need.  

 

Still, Jesus’ first words to them are, "Peace be with you". 

Jesus was raised from the dead and cannot resume talking with them until He says 

exactly what He said on the cross to his tormentors and His failed disciples,  

"Father forgive them."  He puts their guilt, their shame and their fear aside and says; 

"Peace be with you."  "The peace of God that brings forgiveness and healing and 

calmness fill your hearts and quieten your fear". 

 

Jesus’ first words to the disciples are at odds with the way the world thinks of 

forgiveness.  The way forgiveness works for most of us is like this, "Let the person 

who has offended me, say they are sorry, then I might consider granting my 

forgiveness".  

When Jesus appeared the disciples didn’t say, "Sorry mate; I guess we really let you 

down;" or "I’m sorry we ran away when you needed us the most; or "I beg your 

forgiveness for not supporting you in your greatest hour of need in the garden, I 

couldn’t even stay awake and pray with you, for you.”  Neither do we hear any 

reprimand from Jesus for their weakness and betrayal; nor any criticism of their 

absence to encourage and support Jesus. 

 

There is none of that.  Instead Jesus declares; "Peace be with you. I forgive you, 

now let’s talk". 

These words reveal more than just peace of mind and the absence of fear and guilt. 

The peace that Jesus offers heals the desertion, the hurt and sorrow that Jesus 

surely felt as He saw no sign of his closest friends.   

The peace Jesus offers, heals the guilt, the fear, the mistakes and utter confusion of 

the disciples.   

The peace that Jesus gives puts all of that in the past:   
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It’s forgiven and forgotten!  Now is the time to start again!   

We often think that Jesus’ work of forgiveness was confined to the cross but it’s clear 

from the Easter appearances of Jesus that His work of forgiveness continues long, 

long after that first Easter.  Jesus proves this in the first words He says to His 

disciples – His words of forgiveness. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading also reveals the whole incident with Thomas who missed 

seeing the resurrected Jesus the first time.  He couldn’t fathom that Jesus could be 

dead one day and alive the next. 

It is impossible! – It’s illogical! – It’s the height of stupidity!   

 

Didymus resolutely states; "Unless I see the scars of the nails in His hands and put my 

finger on those scars and my hand in His side, I will not believe." 

A week later Jesus appears again, and this time Thomas is there, and what are 

Jesus first words? "Peace be with you".   

 

These are words of forgiveness and grace and Jesus treats Thomas the same way 

He treated the disciples on His first appearance – with grace and love.  

That’s enough for Thomas.  Jesus offers to let Thomas touch His scars but there is 

no need. All Thomas needed was to hear Jesus’ words of forgiveness and healing. 

Thomas’ faith is the result of nothing but grace – the grace of Jesus Christ who did 

not wait for Thomas to "come to faith" but who came to him. 

 

No matter how great or small your failures in your walk with God, no matter how you 

have betrayed Jesus; remember what He said to those who had let Him down so 

badly - "Peace, I forgive you. Sisters and brothers, I still love you". 

 

In that secret room Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.’  Jesus’ breath on His disciples was to remind them how God breathed into 

Adam and gave him life.  When Jesus exhaled His breathe over His new creation – 

His new Church – He gave it the life-breath of the Holy Spirit to continue His work of 

forgiveness and reconciliation in His earthly absence.  Jesus says, "I am sending you 

on a mission to announce the Gospel of forgiveness – but not only to talk about it but 

to make forgiveness a part of your everyday life”.   
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We live as if every day is Easter Day.  Just as forgiveness was very much a part of 

Jesus’ Easter appearances, likewise forgiveness is very much part our life as 

disciples living out the victory of Jesus’ death and resurrection every day. 

 

Australian author, Reverend Bruce Prewer told this story:   

A friend of mine was touring in England. 

Among his delights was visiting not just cathedrals, but village churches 

which were steeped in generations of the joy and sorrow of ordinary 

Christians.  Arriving in one of countless quaint little villages, he headed for 

the parish church, opened the door and stepped into its secluded beauty. 

Near the back of the building, a man was kneeling and weeping. Without 

saying a word, my friend knelt a few paces away.  When with a heavy sigh 

the villager sat up, the visitor put his hand gently on the man’s shoulder 

and said, "My friend, you seem to be doing it tough.  Can I be of any 

assistance?" 

 

The stranger, recognising genuine compassion, blurted out his story.   

Ten years earlier when he was in his late teens, he had committed a 

crime, was arrested, tried and sentenced.  He had been free for nine 

months.  But he still felt terribly ashamed and came (not on Sunday with 

others) but alone during each week to pray for the Lord’s help. 

The visitor said, "But God forgives you. Forgives you utterly. You know 

that, don’t you? You don’t need to pray alone, you should be here on 

Sunday with other Christians."  The stranger commenced to sob again, 

and then whispered, "Yes, I know God forgives me, but the people in my 

church and village don’t. Until they do, I am trapped with a feeling of 

ongoing disgrace.  I cannot face them on Sunday. That is why I come here 

alone to pray during the week." 

 

This is precisely what Jesus was saying to His disciples; "If you forgive people's sins, 

they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 

This is where the rubber hits the road and this whole business of forgiveness 

becomes very challenging – even more so for us Christians.  Christ has 

commissioned us – His disciples – to offer forgiveness when relationships stuff-up.  
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And let’s all face it, there is no doubt that friendships do go pear-shaped more often 

than we care to admit.  

 

Friends in the risen Christ - we have a choice!  

 

We either make the forgiveness of Christ in our lives real by forgiving those who 

have offended us, or we withhold our forgiveness and so tangle everyone involved in 

the chains of guilt.  We might say, "I don’t care if he/she feels guilty it serves 

them right after what has been done to me".   

 

Really?? – Is that what Jesus tells us in His Easter appearances?   

 

It’s easier to be unforgiving than to reach out with kindness and mercy and be 

reconciled with another person.  That’s why Jesus says, "Receive the Holy Spirit" 

before He commissions His disciples – you and me – to forgive people’s sins.  

Remembering that it is only through the Holy Spirit’s power that any kind of 

forgiveness is possible.   

 

To conclude, I’m sure that there are many amongst us here today who have had 

issues with people in the past and it seems that as much as we would like to do 

something about it, it is too late to be reconciled with that person.  If that is the case, 

then we need to listen to Jesus as He speaks to His disciples.   

He knows our hearts and He knows our guilt and yet, He still says; "Peace be with 

you. Your sins are forgiven." 

 

Amen; Lord let it be so.  


