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SERMON:  April 7 – 2019 – (2) 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

A Harvest of Joy 

Text:  Psalm 126: 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 

dream.  2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it 

was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  3The LORD has 

done great things for us, and we rejoiced.  4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the 

watercourses in the Negeb.  5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  6Those who 

go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying 

their sheaves. 

 

This is such a great Psalm, as most of them are.  It is jam-packed with messages of 

promise, of hope, joy, peace and love. – It is packed with Gospel. 

So, let’s have a look at why, shall we? 

The psalm begins with; When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those 

who dream.   

When the Lord restored the fortunes – This is not a reboot of a gamblers betting 

account or a top-up of one’s flagging bank account.  With these opening words the 

psalmist is talking about restored good times, restored building of families and 

community, and restoration of peace and harmony for Zion – for Jerusalem – for the 

Church.  The verse then concludes with; we were like those who dream, or as several 

translations read; like those who were in a dream.   
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The question is, was this one of those really pleasant dreams that you just want to go 

on forever and to not be rudely interrupted by the alarm?  Or was it a terrible nightmare 

where the alarm comes to your rescue? 

 

Pastors in all denominations are continually bombarded with very real concerns of our 

parishioners about declining attendances and church membership.  Many of us feel that 

this is a real nightmare that The Church needs waking from.   

These concerns are without a doubt founded, and this nightmare is not just a local 

issue.  Declining church attendance is an issue across the nation, across much of the 

world and across most denominations.  That the issue is shared universally does not in 

any way decrease the pain and sadness felt by faithful Christians worldwide. 

Our nation needs this alarm to go off to wake us from the nightmare of our spiritual 

lethargy, our ‘she’ll be right mate’ attitude to God and His Word for us.  We, like the 

nation of Israel spoken of in Psalm 126, NEED restoration! 

This restoration is brought into sharp focus during the season of Lent:  Restoration 

through the focus on Jesus’ sacrifice for His church – for us – on Golgotha’s ugly cross. 

 

We now shift our focus to verse two – specifically the last two lines; Then it was said 

among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”  3The LORD has done great 

things for us, and we rejoiced.  Sounds fabulous doesn’t it? 

The nations referred to here are the non-Jews, the Gentiles – or as several 

commentators say – the heathens!   

The term heathens takes us back to the nightmare of declining church attendance and 

participation.   

We, as active church participants lament loud and long about the heathen element in 

our nation.  Those who don’t or won’t come to church, and worse. Those who openly 

ridicule and criticize Christians and Christianity.  And if we are truly honest with 

ourselves, we give them ample ammunition to use against us. 
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But in saying that, don’t you find it amazing, or even amusing to hear and see those 

same heathens singing the praises of the work of Christian-run charities – especially 

when natural disasters like fire, flood and famine strike our nation? 

But so we are not tempted to scoff too loudly at these ‘foul weather friends’ of 

Christianity, we need to remember Jesus’ Gospel message given in the Sermon on the 

Mount, recorded in Matthew 5:38-42.  You might remember that the sermon a few 

weeks ago focused on that text.  It is for us, a most counter-cultural teaching concerning 

retaliation.  In this lesson Jesus teaches us to turn the other cheek, give up our coat as 

well as our shirt, and walk the extra five kilometres carrying a persons heavy load.   

I urge you to read again this challenging Word from Jesus when you get home - 

Matthew 5:38-42, and ask yourself how you stack up against Jesus teaching.  I think 

that you will see how it links to today’s message. 

 

The point of bringing this to your attention is that our federal, state and local 

governments and many others in our society, do recognize the invaluable restorative 

work that the Churches do through agencies like the Christian Emergency Food Centre, 

The Salvo’s, St Vincent de Paul, and through school chaplaincy programs, just to name 

a few.  That is why they sing our praises and give financial support for the vital work 

done by such agencies. 

 

Just as Psalm 126 moves from thanks and praise in the first three verses to a petition 

seeking the Lord’s continued help in verses four to six; so do we today. 

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.  5May those who sow in 

tears reap with shouts of joy.  6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall 

come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
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We certainly do, as we should, rejoice for the many great, even miraculous blessings 

our Lord gives us daily.  But we must not rest on our laurels thinking that the hard slog 

is done. 

Friends; the hard slog has only just begun for us 21st Century Australian Christians – 

there is so much hard work to be done for God, in His name.  We need to continually 

pray – like the Psalm says - Restore our fortunes, O LORD!   

Restore our church Lord, restore our peace and harmony, and most importantly – 

restore us!! 

And so, we pray: 

We pray Lord, make us to be like our farmers who work so diligently to build up and 

keep the good soil by careful land management practices.  We pray to be like the farmer 

in the Parable of the Sower whose good soil received the fertile seed of your Word, 

producing a bounty.  Lord we pray that you help us to never give up on sowing the seed 

of your Word of hope and love.  And help us to never lose faith in your Word, for you are 

faithful and your Word endures forever.   

Help us Lord to be confident in your bountiful grace and faithfulness toward those who 

honour you.  Let us be constantly reminded to live by your promise that when your Word 

falls on ‘ears that hear’ (the good soil) the harvest will be plentiful and we will come 

home with shouts of joy, carrying a harvest of joy. 

Grant this Lord to us all. 

Amen. 


