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SERMON – March 6 2019 – Ash Wednesday 

What is Your Heart’s Desire? 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.   

 

You may remember that for the last few weeks we have been looking at the very human 

vice called greed.  We looked at this vice from a love your enemies perspective, where 

we were reminded that being greedy gets in the way of Jesus’ teaching about how to 

treat other people – whoever or whatever they may look like.   

Last week we looked at the control aspect of greed – the self-centered nature of greed 

that dictates that ‘I’ want to be in control, forgetting that it is God the Almighty who 

really is the ONE who is in control – of ALL things. 

 

Text:  Matthew 6: 21  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, He teaches His disciples – us – about all matter of 

things.  Today we look at Jesus’ lesson on treasures and how He gives another timely 

perspective on greed – jealously guarding and storing up ‘stuff.’  He says; Do not store 

up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break 

in and steal. 

When I read that verse the image which immediately springs to mind is one of small 

rural antiques or second-hand shops.  You know the sort of place I am talking about.  

They are located in just about every town around the Wimmera-Mallee and the Western 

District.   

Who has visited one of those ‘treasure troves’ recently?.......... 

Did you have as much trouble making your way around as I did the last time I was in 

one?  They can be really, really hard places to navigate without the threat of knocking 
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something ‘valuable’ off an overcrowded shelf.  These shops are living proof of the old 

adage; ‘one mans junk is another man’s treasure’. 

 

This example of storing up treasures can, I think, can be likened to the human trait of 

filling our hearts full of all sorts of ‘clutter’, which we might argue is treasure.  When we 

do this we leave no room for family, friends and community – let alone God!  This trait or 

vice is especially prevalent among those who struggle with their faith-life or who have 

no faith at all.   

The ‘cluttered heart syndrome’ is a favourite ploy of Satan to keep our hearts and minds 

away from God and His amazing love for us.  Our greedy world mindset is proof that 

Satan uses this ploy so effectively and brutally because He can’t stand it when, with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, we reject his antics.  He gets really peeved when instead we 

repent – say sorry with purpose and meaning – and turn back to God and ask for His 

forgiveness.  Satan hates it even the more, because he knows that, through Jesus 

Christ, God forgives us and says, ‘Yes, my child, your sins are truly forgiven, welcome 

back.’  

 

So; what can we do about this?  How can we rectify this human frailty within ourselves 

and then demonstrate and teach God’s love, mercy and grace to the ones struggling 

with their faith or without faith at all? 

 

For a start we; who have the privilege of being taught the commandments can practice 

what we have been taught, starting with the greatest commandment of all:  Love the 

Lord your God with all you heart, mind, soul and strength.  And then, show our 

family, friends and community that we really do care for them by honouring the second 

part of this commandment; and love your neighbor as yourself. 

But how?      By filling your heart so full of love – God’s amazing love – so that there is 

no room for Satan to weasel his way in.   
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We best exhibit this when we show love unconditionally – our family, our friends, people 

in our community, and yes, even to our enemies. 

 

After Jesus tells us what NOT to do with ‘things’, He then goes on to tell us what we 

should do; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.   

Here, not in painted picture or precise words, Jesus precisely points us to the 

unbreakable, unshakeable, indestructible true treasure that we are given through 

baptism – God’s love.   

This is our treasure in heaven and it’s the treasure that is forever fresh and strong and 

it’s there for us until, and in eternity.  

 

After Jesus finishes telling us what we should and should not do about ‘treasures’ and 

pointing us to what our real treasure looks like, He then tells us why;  For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.   

Another way of putting that is; what fills your heart, hi-jacks your thinking and attention 

and is the centre of your world, that is your treasure – that is your god! 

 This human error of judgement amazes me because it proves that, despite being 

constantly told by all and sundry how ingenious we humans are, how intelligent and how 

technologically advanced we are – how little we have learned from history’s mistakes. 

Here is just one example:  

Way back in the 1500’s Martin Luther, paraphrasing and expanding on Jesus’ 

words in today’s Gospel said; “Whatever man loves, that is his god. For 

he carries it in his heart; he goes about with it night and day; he sleeps 

and wakes with it, be it what it may - wealth or self, pleasure or 

renown.” 
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Luther went on to explain that; “many flatter themselves that all is right 

between them and God, while their closest attention, anxiety, zeal, and 

time are exhausted on these earthly pursuits.’ 

Another old saying referring to this relentless and yet pointless striving to please 

the i god says something like ‘it’s like chasing after fools-gold.’ 

 

When we reflect on Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6 and on Luther’s assessment of 

humanities ‘need for greed’ we see that we have not learned from our fore-fathers 

mistakes.   

If anything, our world has become more selfish, more self-centered, greedier! 

 

So; what’s the solution?   

How do we find this treasure and keep it? 

Trust in God, have faith in Him, believe in Him and obey Him, His Word and His 

ways, that’s how! 

That includes loving Him as the commandment instructs us, and also loving our 

neighbor as much as we love ourselves.   

It includes letting God rule in your heart – not Satan and his tyranny of lies, deceit and 

greed.   

It includes surrendering yourself to God and letting Him be the ONE in control of your 

life. 

So; let God be the treasure in your heart, let God be, your heart’s desire. 

He will cherish and enjoy that sort of heart-felt relationship with you, don’t you know? 

 

Amen. 


