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SERMON – Easter Sunday, April 21 2019: 

 

New Beginnings 
 

Introduction:  On Good Friday we heard the cruel truth, that Jesus the Christ was 

crucified – nailed to the ugly cross on Golgotha Hill with horrible metal spikes.  Pinned 

to the cross along with ALL the world’s sin and shame – pinned there despite being 

without sin Himself.  Pinned there until He gave up His Spirit with those earth-shattering 

words; ‘It is finished!’   

On Friday we considered the question, ‘what is finished?’  We also heard that Satan’s 

grip on the world is finished, sin is finished and eternal death is finished. 

Today we look at how and why those answers and that question are fully and perfectly 

answered.  Perfect in that it is done – it is finished!   

Today we look at New Beginnings. 

 

Text:  John 20: 1-18  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  

 

Last weekend, while in Far North Qld for my daughter’s wedding, our family stayed at a 

motel in beautiful Yungaburra on the Atherton Tablelands.  Rob, the owner-manager, is 

an avid collector and breeder of tropical butterflies, including the gorgeous and rare 

Ulysses butterfly with its large, almost iridescent blue and black wings.  Rob grows 

specially planted trees in the motel grounds which are a natural food source and breeding 

ground for the Ulysses and other butterflies too.  Rob ‘harvests’ the eggs and naturally 

hatched pupae before any marauding Butcher-birds and Indian Minor birds can destroy 

them.  He then carefully manages the eggs and pupae through their metamorphosis in a 
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specially built, enclosed canopy, until the stunning butterflies emerge from their chrysalis.  

My brother Peter and I were privileged to be shown the eggs, pupae and chrysalis and I 

have to say they certainly do not rate among the prettiest of God’s creatures.  

And their touch, well let’s just say – Yuk!! 

We were then shown Rob’s most prized possession – an enclosed mini jungle, alive with 

the iridescent flashes of swarms of God’s creative genius, the Ulysses butterfly. 

 

What amazed us was that something so jaw-droppingly beautiful had emerged from such 

an ugly, almost obscene tomb as the chrysalis.  This stunning metamorphosis is surely 

only possible through God’s creative genius and power.  That He can bring such beautiful 

life from such ugliness and lifelessness is testament to the Gospel message that says, 

with God ALL things are possible!  (Matthew 19:26) – even life that comes from death! 

 

Easter Sunday is a story of life coming from death – God doing the seemingly impossible 

in bringing His Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ out of His tomb – His ugly chrysalis – back 

to glorious radiant life.  Not the short but spectacular life of the Ulysses butterfly, not the 

relatively short and often unspectacular life we humans are blessed with, but glorious 

eternal life!! 

 

Friends; the Gospel account of Jesus’ miraculous resurrection on the first Easter Sunday 

morning and specifically the discovery of His empty tomb by the two Marys makes any 

other experience pale into drab insignificance.  

It is also a magnificent statement of faith for us, because it describes the impossible made 

possible through God’s awesome power and love. 

 

Like the stunning Ulysses butterfly emerging from its cocoon to display its full glory, Jesus 

has risen from His tomb, His three-day cocoon, and His glory shines more brilliantly than 

even the most spectacular of spectacular butterflies.  What’s more Jesus’ glory shines 

more brilliantly today – and forever! 

 

The risen Christ’s glory shines for you, for me and for the entire world.  His glory shines 

equally for Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindi, Buddhists, Agnostics and Atheists alike.  

That non-Christians do not recognise Jesus’ glory, His grace, His mercy, His faithfulness 
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and above all, His amazing love, is the shame of this day.  The shame is that we who 

have seen and confess His glory have not effectively shared this wondrous life-saving 

story with the unbelieving world.  And worse, we have seen those who once did believe 

drift off into the abyss of unbelief, when we who are called to be Jesus’ disciples have 

fallen down on our calling to be shepherds, who like the Good Shepherd, go after the lost 

until all are safe and sound in Jesus’ care. 

 

The message we professing Christians need to get out into the unbelieving world is the 

message of Easter Sunday.  The message that the risen Christ’s glory shines to once 

and for all finish what was begun on Good Friday. 

 

Finish what? 

 Finish Satan’s power! 

 Finish sin’s power! 

 Finish eternal death! – Totally, completely and perfectly! 

 

Jesus’ glorious, majestic and miraculous resurrection is the new beginning – it is our 

promise of life eternal and its for ALL who confess and believe that Jesus is Lord and 

that He is risen!                       He is risen indeed! 

 

Amen. 


