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SERMON – February 10 2019 

 

Thanking our Generous God 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Spoiler alert:  I am not preaching on any of the lectionary readings for today.  I looked at 

them all closely and it became abundantly obvious that they were all related to the call 

that God places on each of us.  Today is our Thanksgiving Service, and while we 

certainly should thank God for our individual calls and give glory to Him through our best 

efforts in our vocation, today’s readings did not lead me that way. 

Accordingly the text for today’s address is James 1:17; Every generous act of giving, with 

every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 

no variation or shadow due to change. 

 

Prayer:  Sanctify us in your truth Lord, for your word is truth.  Amen. 

 

   So; what’s the best gift you have been given – apart from your baptism?   

Well for me, it’s a bit of a toss-up.   

If I may beg your indulgence – and yes, I can still hear the words of one of my Seminary 

lecturers, Dr Pietsch, saying, ‘don’t talk too much about yourself’ – the example I would 

like to share with you today has left an enduring memory.   

You see; the Christmas before I began High School, Mum and Dad – in their infinite 

wisdom – gave me a beautifully hand-crafted, pure leather school bag, with my initials 

embossed on its lid.  GPS – so I would never get lost. 

But I feel ashamed to say that at the time I just about threw it back in their faces, I didn’t 

want anything that even remotely smelled like school.   
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In my selfishness, I wanted something horsey or something to do with being a country 

kid – just not anything about school.   

That satchel lasted me all through High School, and through Tech College.  I had that 

satchel restitched and repaired, bashed and worn, for nearly 20 years.  I only had to 

discard it after it grew that North Queensland mould that nothing eradicates after it got 

saturated in a tropical storm.  That was in my motor-cycle riding days      Ahhhh the 

memories.   

I reckon a lot of North Queenslanders might be experiencing that same issue right now. 

 

 In his infinite wisdom James acknowledges something we should all be acutely aware 

of;          Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above.   

That’s right isn’t it?  There is not one thing we have that does not come from God.  We 

confess this fact every time we say the first article of the Nicene Creed; I believe in God 

the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.   

And as James identifies, these God-given gifts are perfect and generous, just like 

Mum and Dad’s gift to me of that leather satchel way back then.   

But I am not alone in my ungratefulness and selfishness – we are a selfish and 

ungrateful lot we humans; we often don’t recognise the perfection and generosity of 

God’s gifts, and to our shame we often throw His generosity back in His face.  

How?  You may ask. 

   We need only cast our minds back to Christmas, where we celebrated God – in His 

infinite wisdom – giving the world the greatest gift of all – His own Son, The Word made 

flesh, perfectly wrapped in swaddling clothes.   

But scripture reveals to us that Jesus was rejected then – first by Herod, then even in 

His own home town, and He is still rejected today by our ungrateful, sinful world. 
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   Then at Easter – again in God’s infinite wisdom – the world was given the most 

perfect and generous gift we could possibly receive – the gift of eternal life – through 

God’s sacrificial gift of His only Son – when Jesus gave His life for the life of the world.   

Jesus knew what was coming, He knew what He was facing when He said; No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.   

Ah yes; what a wonderful gift that is; perfectly wrapped by Jesus’ words surrounding 

that verse and waiting to be used as generous acts of thankful giving.   

And what are these words Jesus said that wrap that incredible verse?   

   From John 15:10-12  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you 

so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  “This is my commandment, 

that you love one another as I have loved you.  Then comes that amazing promise-filled 

verse 13 - No one has greater love than this… – before the great proclamation and 

challenge that Jesus gives us all in John 15:14; You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.   

If you do what I command you!   

And on reviewing these texts in John’s Gospel – I think they lead us directly to what 

James has to say to us about being thankful.  Thankful that we are gifted with life and all 

we need for it, and gifted with His promises, His word, and His love.   

But here comes the kicker that James identifies.  He says; But be doers of the word, and 

not merely hearers who deceive themselves.  For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, 

they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror, for they look at themselves and, on 

going away, immediately forget what they were like. 

      What a great image!  This description of the mirror-gazer’s short-term memory 

loss, perfectly illustrates the problem we have when we are not thankful and we don’t 

exercise the generous act of giving – the ‘So that’ part of ‘Justification by grace 

through faith’   
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Justification by God’s grace is freely given to us through our Faith, which then gives us 

the freedom So That we can bear much fruit in His name.   

Get that?  Our freedom through being justified, saved, redeemed, is by God’s power 

and to His glory – not from anything that we have done or could do. 

 

This mirror-image also addresses the second use of ‘the Law’ – the mirror gazing 

aspect that I hope you learned in confirmation or ‘Knowing Jesus’ – the self-

identification of our own sins.   

  

Luther liked the image of a mirror too.  His own mirror analogy reminds us that when we 

look into the mirror, we are looking at a child of God who is fearfully and wonderfully 

made – but we are also looking at someone who constantly needs God’s grace and 

forgiveness.  

 

Now back to James:   

       I think that in these verses James is giving us 21st Century Christians, and 

especially us Lutherans, something Luther called Anfechtung (Un-feck-toong) – a 

sharp jab in the ribs – a wake-up call. 

       Thankfully; James 1:27 tells us how we can, with thanks, use this free gift;   

James writes; Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.   

Friends in Christ; this means that whatever gifts have been given you from God; 

whether that’s growing stuff, building stuff, teaching, musicianship, administration or  – 

whatever – give Him heartfelt thanks for those gifts by using them to His glory and for 

the good of those around you. 
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Friends you know; the great thing for all of us?   

Whenever we come to Jesus’ table, we get a good healthy dose of His gift of 

forgiveness and freedom:  For it is at The Lord’s table we physically, emotionally and 

spiritually experience Jesus’ gift of love for us in His body and blood. 

(**pregnant pause**) 

 

It took a while for me to realize my shameful first reaction to that perfect Christmas 

present from Mum and Dad, but I eventually did and I said sorry, and now I realize that 

the greatest gift that they gave me was their forgiveness and love and for that I am truly 

thankful. 

But friends; we all should realize that the love and forgiveness that parents give pales 

into insignificance beside the enormity of the love and forgiveness given to us by our 

heavenly Father.  His love endures forever and is AGAPE LOVE – totally unconditional! 

So friends; now having being given these priceless gifts, with thankful and joyful 

hearts, let’s be confident in using them, sharing and proclaiming them loudly and boldly; 

being not hearers who forget but doers who act – in God’s name.   

 

Amen. 

 

Prayer:  Thank you Lord that your word is generous and perfect.  Amen. 

 


