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SERMON – February 24 2019 
 

Love Your Enemies 
 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Text:  Luke 6:27-28 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good 

to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  

 

Who is your enemy?  I guess for all of us, the answer could vary vastly.   

One of my personal major irritations is the current bunch of media outlets in Australia, who 

it seems wouldn’t know a positive, feel good story if it slapped them in the face.  And don’t 

get me started on social media ‘news’.   

 

To the theme of who is your enemy and what really rattles your cage.  I invite you all to cast 

your minds back to when we participated in the Jesus, the Game Changer (JTGC) series 

last year.   

 

Do you remember the chapter on Forgiveness?  Do you remember the account of Hashim, 

the African-American man who, as a young street gangster, was shot in the back by a 

member of an opposing gang?  Hashim was left permanently paralysed from the waist 

down – enough to make anyone seethe with anger and hatred. 

 

And I still wonder how you or I would react in a similar circumstance? 

 

That JTGC chapter on Forgiveness beautifully illustrated how to love your enemies.  

Hashim went through years of painful treatment and still relies on a wheelchair to get 

around, but he was able to forgive the boy who shot him.  Hashim shared that he was able 

to ‘let go’ of the pain and hatred that tormented him, he also noted that when he did ‘let go’, 

the release of pent-up hatred and pressure was almost immediate.   

Hashim did what Jesus teaches in today’s Gospel – forgive your enemies, love your 

enemies. 

 

 

 2,000 years ago, Jesus addressed the same issue, with His words in Luke 6.  With a series 

of short statements in his ‘Sermon on the Mount’, Jesus gives His audience – us - a pattern 
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of life that is radically distinct form the modern world’s litigant tit-for-tat method of settling 

disputes.  We are to bless those who curse us and pray for those who mistreat us.  

Read the text again, I am sure you will get Jesus’ drift.  Essentially; we are to do good to 

those who hate us – yes hate us – [we] are to be merciful just as [our] Heavenly Father is 

merciful.  

 

This pattern for living that Jesus gives is not in order to earn special blessing from God.  It 

is the pattern of life for those who are already blessed; those who are children of their 

Father in heaven, not children of the world, and this pattern mirrors God’s own merciful, 

self-giving love.  

When Jesus calls the disciples to act―turn the other cheek to be slapped; or giving their 

overcoat as well as their shirt; or being compelled to walk with a heavy load for two miles 

rather than one (Roman miles at that; nearly 5 kilometres each); lending to those who 

cannot repay; loving one’s enemies and praying for those who persecute them―Jesus is 

not saying that His people should become doormats to be stomped on.  Instead, Jesus is 

giving a picture of how radically different from the self-centred world their lives are to be.  

They are not to be self-absorbed as the world is,  insisting on their rights while sacrificing 

the good of others on the altar of their own self-idolatry.  They are not to give only if they 

can get something in return.   

 

They are not to breathe hatred, bear grudges, forgive conditionally, or seek revenge. 

Instead, they are to love all people and be merciful just like their Heavenly Father is to 

them.  They are even to love their enemies, Jesus says – and so are we.  

 

Now surely that can’t be right?!  We love those who love us, the ‘good’ people who think, 

look, vote and believe like ourselves – that’s who we love isn’t it? 

But our enemies!   

Why would Jesus say that?   

If we were God, we would wipe evil out, right?  But what behaviour would incite us to take 

action? What standard, or benchmark would we use?   

Really big stuff, like drug trafficking, prostitution and terrorism would be fairly straight 

forward.  Or would it?  

Would we be quick to condemn genocide – but be flexible about legalising abortion?  
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Would keeping the wrong amount of change mistakenly given to us be deplored as quickly 

as robbery, tax avoidance and embezzling church funds would be?   

Or do we live by the unwritten 11th Commandment – thou shall not get caught?  

What criteria would determine who our enemies were anyway?  God’s enemies or yours? 

 

We would all have different moral measuring sticks, even within families—and that is the 

problem. Only God’s standard is universally consistent, it’s called The Commandments!   

Note God calls them commandments – not suggestions! 

 

As I have noted before, almost all of the world’s problems begin with one sin – greed! – you 

have something that I want and I will get it by whatever means possible. 

But, Jesus says today “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”   

Friends; we have no hope of doing that ourselves, for the problem of the ‘great me’ has 

been part of our DNA ever since Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptation to reject 

God’s word, preferring their own way.  “Did God really say?” the serpent hissed, and they 

fell for the serpent’s lie; seeds, core and all.  Ever since, we have all have sinned and fallen 

short of God’s glory. 

In today’s text, Jesus is addressing His disciples – He is addressing us.   

 

So; who are our enemies? 

By ‘enemies’ Jesus means enemies of the church; those who reject Christ by persecuting 

and rejecting His people and His message. They include whoever refuses to listen to God 

or worship Him.  

The Apostle Paul explains that, because of sin, in our natural state we are all enemies of 

God, hostile to him (Romans 5:10 and 8:7). The problem is that in our enthusiasm to wipe 

out evil by hating our enemies rather than loving them, we place ourselves under the same 

sentence, because none of us can perfectly fulfil God’s law.  

 

When we discriminate between who is worthy of our love and mercy and forgiveness and to 

whom we should turn the other cheek or go the extra mile with―we are in effect saying to 

God that when we fail and fall short we should be judged by the same standards as those 

whom we judge:   

After all, isn’t that what we pledge every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer – forgive us our 

sins…….as we forgive….. 
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Pay-back is not God’s way though.  He didn’t try to get even with us and make us pay.  It 

was while we were yet sinners; while we were enemies of God, that He sent us His Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

It was Christ who came all the way from heaven to earth for you, to perfectly fulfil the law 

for you. Although He was completely innocent and righteous, He walked to the Cross to 

take our place, receiving the punishment for evil and sin that we deserved.  It was Christ 

who was persecuted for you.  He turned the other cheek when He was struck and slapped 

before the High Priest, for you!  He was forced to walk the extra mile in your shoes to 

Golgotha.  Jesus came to reconcile the world ― even the most wretched criminals, the 

least deserving ― to His Father in Heaven with His precious blood.  He came to save you 

and me so that we may be free. 

 

Free ― not as the world defines freedom, but as God does.  Jesus paved the way for you 

to overcome evil with good and practice self-sacrifice for the good of others by being 

merciful to them.  He has freed you to die daily to sin, including the human desire to get 

even, and make those who wrong us pay.   

He has freed you to pray for your enemies rather than curse them.  He has freed you to 

welcome the alien into our community.  He has freed you to really love – not just a shallow, 

tit-for-tat love only showing care if we can get something in return – but truly loving, with the 

merciful love of Christ, just as God has first loved us and still shows you His mercy each 

day – yes; even to our enemies.   

And so, each day lived as in Christ’s love, is a life which goes the extra mile rather than 

quibble over a missing inch ― it is a life freed by the precious blood of Christ, freed by 

God’s own mercy, and freed by His unconditional love. 

 

Amen. 


