
Sunday, 13 January 2019      Luke 3:22b                    Pastor Geoff Schefe 

 ‘Good Enough’ 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Text:  Luke 3:22b  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.” 
 

‘If it's good enough for Jesus then surely it's good enough for me.’  This strong and apologetic 
statement is attributed to Martin Luther and is usually more closely linked to our understanding 
of Jesus’ Words of Institution for Holy Communion.  But it most certainly works for the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism as well.   
What’s more, if it's good enough for Jesus then it's good enough for you!  And if it's good 
enough for Jesus then it's good enough for we, the church, gathered in God’s Holy name. 
 

What's today’s sermon all about?   
None other than Jesus' baptism, and our gift of baptism which is Jesus’ promise to us of eternal 
life because it saves sinners from eternal death! 
 

But the question must be asked, "Why did Jesus have to be baptised?"  After all, He is the holy 
Son of God.  John, Jesus cousin, was baptising in the River Jordan; a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.   
But, hang on – Jesus was holy, is holy!  He wasn't a sinner and yet He insisted on being 
baptised. 
Why?  We'll come back to this in a moment! 
 

Question; the Word of God reports that Jesus baptised how many people during His ministry on 
earth? 
None!  John 4:2 tells us that He baptised not a single person!   
And still Jesus points us towards baptism many times during His ministry.  In fact, His ministry 
was immersed in the very essence of baptism.  He was being baptised with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire, from the Jordan to Jerusalem to the world. 
 

As we walk with Jesus through the season of Epiphany, we continue to see Jesus revealed to us, 
just as we did during the Christmas season.  Epiphany literally means, to be made known, to be 
exposed, or to be made manifest.  During Christmas Jesus was revealed to us as the son of 
Mary, a human baby, born to human parents. 
In Epiphany what is hidden is also revealed.  Jesus is revealed as God; made manifest, the Son 
of God from eternity, hidden in human flesh.  He was hidden until the day of His baptism, when 
heaven opened and God ‘came down’ and spoke publicly and openly for the first time in 
centuries. 
Jesus' ministry began with His baptism and the announcement by God the Father that Jesus is 
His beloved Son with whom He is well pleased.  The gathered crowd witnessed the incarnation 



of the Holy Spirit coming down as a dove and resting on Jesus and were privileged to hear the 
voice of God – can you imagine that? 
 

Have you ever taken notice of how much power Jesus had in beginning His ministry? 
 - None! – Not a skerrick! – He had no power to enter the world by Himself!   
He was born a human of the virgin Mary after she had been blessed by God’s Word delivered 
by the Angel Gabriel.   
Similarly, He did not baptise Himself, but was baptised by John. 
 

John was baptising the people with a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  When 
Jesus approached John, Matthew’s Gospel reports that John balked.  Yet, as Matthew 3:15 
reveals to us Jesus needed to be baptised to "fulfil all righteousness" – and so John relented and 
baptised Him.   
Still the question is there; Why? 
Unlike the people of John the Baptist's day, who came as sinners to the Jordan and left 
forgiven, Jesus waded into the Jordan clean and holy, but left carrying the burden of people's 
sin all the way to Calvary’s cross.   
This is what He was born for – this was His ministry. 
 

As John baptised the people they wondered if he was the Christ, the long-awaited Messiah – 
the Anointed One!  But it wasn't John; it is Jesus who is revealed as the Christ - the Anointed 
One. 
So yes! John had to baptise Him!  Jesus’ baptism was His anointing and it fulfilled all righteous 
requirements – anointed into His ministry of the cross to save God's people. 
 

But the people of Israel were looking for a warrior messiah like King David.  The days of David 
were remembered as the glory days of Israel when this anointed shepherd boy became king of 
Israel and was raised to be the most powerful leader in the history of Israel. 
Jesus was anointed too!  But to fulfil all righteousness He was baptised into a ministry that 
would see Him seemingly walk in weakness, to the cross.  He walked the way of the cross to 
fulfil His ministry.  Jesus was revealed and anointed as the King of creation so that we sinners 
might be freed.  Anointed as The Christ in baptism, Jesus, the Son of God, our Servant King, gave 
up all His power for us and for our salvation. 
 

And then, unlike Jesus' ministry which continues to this day, John's baptising came to a sudden 
end, with his arrest and beheading. 
 

But Jesus’ baptism was certainly not just a mark in history’s pages indicating the beginning of 
His ministry.  His baptism brought a complete ministry in His baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire.  
Jesus’ ministry was immersed into servant-hood washing me, you, and all who confess that they 
continually fall short and need forgiveness of their sins. 
 

So friends; if baptism is good enough for Jesus' ministry, where His death kindles a spiritual fire 
in your life, then surely your baptism is good enough to trust for your salvation.  Baptism is the 
essence of Jesus' ministry, and so too, it's the perfect and complete essence of your salvation 
because baptism fulfils all righteousness! 



You had no control over your birth – that privilege belonged to your parents by God’s creative 
power.  In the same way you had no control over your rebirth into the body of Christ – the 
Church – this is solely due to the power of God in the Holy Spirit.   
 

So friends; why do so many of us question and doubt this state-of-being that we've inherited 
and still try to earn our salvation through what we do? 
 

The thing is; just as we exist subconsciously without thinking to breathe or have our heart pump 
blood through our system; our redeemed self also exists by remaining in the things that give us 
our Christ-like being. 
When we doubt God and try to do His will by our own effort, it's like trying to live without 
breathing, or without the pumping of our heart.  This sounds terribly silly, but friends, that's the 
trap we as Christians fall into when we take our eyes off Jesus and instead focus on what we 
think we "must do". 
 
St Paul reminds of this in Ephesians 2, "For we are God's workmanship (not our own), created 
(baptised) in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." 
Just as Jesus' ministry was one immersed in the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire, so too is 
ours!  Jesus not only came to give us an example of His passive trusting life under the Father's 
authority, He now walks with you who have been baptised into His death and resurrection. 
You who have received the gift of the Holy Spirit in baptism, like Christ will be raised again to 
life.  Jesus has won victory over death through His innocent suffering and death on the cross.   
Now that He is raised we too know that we will be raised.   
 
You are living with Christ who is walking with you from your baptism to your death - and 
beyond into our promised place in heaven! 
 

Know that through Jesus' baptism into death, we are baptised into life.   
Through baptism you are a child of God, whom He dearly loves!  He calls you by name, you are 
His, and He is your Saviour!  Thanks be to God, this is precisely the gift that is being given/has 
been given to Sophie Hallam tonight. 
 

So if baptism is 100 percent good enough for Jesus' ministry, His commission to baptise (and be 
baptised) in the name of the Father and of the Son and † of the Holy Spirit, is 100 percent good 
enough for your salvation too! 
 

This is most certainly true! 
Amen. 

 


