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SERMON – January 20, 2019 

 

Wedding Gifts 
 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Text:  John 2: 11  Jesus did this, the first of His signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed His 

glory; and His disciples believed in Him.  

 

So far in this Epiphany season we have heard of two passive events at the beginning of 

Jesus’ ministry, with Him as the central character.   

We have seen Jesus revealed – made known – made manifest – as ‘the Word made 

flesh (who) lived among us’ (John 1:14).  Then we remembered His baptism performed 

by His cousin John, where God the Father ‘came down’ and pronounced Jesus as His 

beloved Son with whom He is well pleased.  We also remembered our baptism 

where God said to us: ‘You are my beloved child, with whom I am well pleased’.   

 

Without being too legalistic, isn’t it about time that we lived up to our privileged position 

as God’s children by leading more Christ-like lives?  You know, following the greatest 

commandments of all; Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul, and, love 

your neighbour as yourself. 

But that is another sermon for another time. 

 

Today we look at the start of Jesus active ministry, where He begins to reveal His divine 

power and presence.   

Today we look at wedding gifts. 
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John 2:1-11 reveals to us a fabulous, a miraculous wedding story; and who doesn’t love 

a good wedding story – emphasis on good? 

Jesus, His mother Mary and some of the disciples (no names supplied, but most likely 

including Philip and Nathaniel who, according to John 1:43-51 were added to the 

number just three days earlier), were invited to the wedding festivities of an un-named 

relative in the small Galilean town of Cana. 

Just a little background information here:  The standard Jewish wedding in 

those days was a BIG, BIG event with celebrations going on for at least 

seven to ten days after the official ceremony!   

John 2:3 reveals, what for those days and society was a real social faux pas:  

Shock, horror! – They ran out of wine! 

At the Cana wedding feast, (where for us, just His presence would be a great wedding 

present); Jesus Mum brings the dreadful state of affairs to His attention, the wine has 

run out – oh no!  So, Jesus provides the wedding party with a voluminous present.   

First, He ordered the servants to fill up six of the 90 litre ‘ceremonial washing jars’ with 

water.  Second Jesus suggests the waiters take a sample to the chief steward which 

causes another social faux pas. – You don’t serve the best wine last!  No, no!   

You usually allow the guests to ‘have their fill’ on the good stuff, then you drag out the 

Goon, the Chateau cardboard.   

Jesus’ miraculous remedy to the situation is a pointer to His divinity.  By producing the 

superior wine, Jesus gave the world an indication that He really is the Son of God, the 

creator of ALL things – including grapes that are turned into wine and the water that 

was turned into wine.  Jesus’ first miracle also indicates that He had no problems with 

wine.  Holy Scripture also points to this in Jesus’ use of wine for His agent – His blood in 

the Last Supper.   

 

Many of us enjoy the account of ‘the wedding at Cana’, because it’s a feel-good 

wedding story even if, or because, social norms were not strictly adhered to.   
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But the wedding story is not the main feel-good message.  The best story for us is about 

Jesus’ love relationship with us – the Church – The bride of Christ.   

The underlying message in the ‘the wedding at Cana’ account is a love story, with Jesus 

the groom, who goes out of His way – all the way to Calvary’s cross – to ensure all is 

right and good with His bride, for His bride – the Church – for you and me. 

John 2:11 reveals this love to us; Jesus did this, the first of His signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 

revealed His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.  

How is Jesus’ love for the Church revealed in this verse? 

Just as a groom reveals the glory of his love for his bride, so too, Jesus the groom 

reveals His glory – His love for His Church so that we, His disciples, through His gift of 

faith might believe in Him.   

An important aspect of this gift of faith that we are given is that we are not given a one-

size-fits-all allocation.  Jesus is not concerned with the size or amount of our faith – He 

says this Himself in the parable of the mustard seed recorded in Matthew and Mark’s 

Gospel.  A few weeks ago, we looked at another way to think of the size of our faith – 

the light at the end of a tunnel – We know Jesus is that light because He says so.  

Through faith – no matter what dimension it is – we can turn to Jesus, believe in Him 

and trust in Him, knowing that He is there for us – always! 

Because we can trust in God, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to always be there for us, 

always shining His light in the darkest places and times, you know you can turn to Him.   

You can turn to Him when life seems to be crowding in on you and things are just not 

right in your world.   

 Maybe the Christmas bills seem overwhelming and still need settling;  

 the kids are soon back to school and they need this – they need that;  

 your health or that of someone near and dear to you is suffering; 

the list of things that can bug us can seem endless – you know what they are for you.  

Whatever it is, call on God, pray to Him because He hears your cry for help. 
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And let’s not forget to call on God to give Him thanks and praise for ALL the good stuff 

in your life too.  Whatever gives you cause to thank and praise Him – Do it!! 

And if you are in a wonderful place and all is good with the world, how about visiting or 

ringing someone you may know who is doing things tough and pray with them and for 

them. – Your prayers can only help. 

 

Back to Jesus’ present – His presence. 

Here’s the thing about Jesus’ presence: We always have Him with us – He is here right 

now!            And how is this even possible? 

How?       Jesus’ love for us is revealed in His Word and through the glorious mystery of 

the Sacraments.   

Through baptism, we are washed with the Holy Spirit’s power in water and The Word, 

where we were given the gift of Faith and are made brothers and sisters in Christ – to 

eternity!   

And through Holy Communion; where the faith given to us at our baptism assures us 

that we truly do receive His precious body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins – to 

eternity!    

Brothers and sisters in Christ our Lord; these are the wedding gifts that are given to us – 

His bride – The Church – to eternity! 

We receive these gifts with joy because we believe in Him, we know He listens to our 

prayers and praise, and we love Him – to eternity! 

 

We pray:  Open the eyes of our hearts Lord so that we may hear you more clearly, 

follow you more nearly and love you more dearly, every day.  Amen. 


