
Sunday, January, 6, 2019      Isaiah 60:1                    Pastor Geoff Schefe 

Into the Light 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World. 
 
Who saw Halley’s Comet when it last passed our way, back in 1986?  I was at a youth camp 
nestled right on the edge of the Great Dividing Range in Toowoomba.  I remember all the 
hullabaloo created by this cosmic phenomenon.  Most of the camp attendees were bright-eyed 
with wonder, but that might have been because, back then, the Lutheran Youth of Queensland 
was the best dating service in Queensland!  Personally, Halley’s Comet didn’t do a lot for me 
because I even had trouble picking the tail out among all the other bright things in the night 
sky.  Incidentally, the next scheduled appointment with Halley’s Comet is not until July 2061.  
Some of our kids may still be around, but I think for most of us, that is way past our bed time.  
For you younger brigade born after 1980-81, ask your mum and dad or grandparents about all 
the fuss around Halley’s Comet. 
 
Text:  Isaiah 60:1, Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you.  3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Matthew 2:9  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come are the opening words of Isaiah 60, but I don’t think that 
Isaiah was all that interested in Halley’s Comet or any other celestial light show.  He was, of 
course, prophesying about a much brighter, more radiant light that was coming to shine on the 
world and in the world. 
Isaiah was referring to The Messiah – the Light of the World, which is the identity that Jesus 
claimed for Himself, recorded in John 8. 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
Friends in Christ; we live in that light, we live in Jesus’ light because we are His, as His brothers 
and sisters. 
How?   How can we call ourselves Jesus’ brothers and sisters?    
As we heard last week, St Peter tells us that we are born anew, not of perishable, but of 
imperishable seed – through the wonderful gift of baptism.  Through baptism we are made 
Jesus’ siblings and that’s fantastic!  That is how we know that the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon us.   
Thanks be to God; that light and glory now shines on young Baxter who received The light of 
Christ this morning. 
 
Isaiah 60:3 then tells us that Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn.  Isaiah was once again prophesying about the Christ Light who was coming and who 



is here with us today.  Isaiah’s prophesy tells of the worldwide spread of Christ’s light, which as 
history has proven is still happening.   
Yes; we acknowledge that Christianity is severely restricted, if not totally outlawed, in certain 
parts of the world.  We also acknowledge that Christians are heavily persecuted, even to the 
point of death in some countries – but the incredibly inspiring thing for us is that, even in the 
spiritual darkness of these places, Christ’s light still shines.   
Our partnership with Ogelbeng Seminary in Papua New Guinea is just one example of how we 
at Holy Trinity are helping to shine Christ’s light into the world beyond our immediate 
surrounds.  And there are many other examples of where our church internationally is 
spreading Christ’s light into some of the darkest places on earth. 
 
‘A light shines brightest in the darkest places.’ 
This is a common saying even among those who don’t necessarily know where it 
originated or even believe in Christ.   
Jesus is the source of that light, John 1:4-5 illuminates this; 4 in Him – Jesus – was life and 
the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 
 
Are you walking in Christ’s light?  Or has all the doom and gloom of our world eroded your 
faith and belief to such an extent that you feel like you are being sucked into the 
darkness?    
Friends; if that is your story, if that is where you feel you are at, listen to these words 
again; 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
Jesus light shines brightest in those places of darkness! – Even if that light seems dim and 
far away.  But, as another well-used saying goes, there is a light at the end of the tunnel.          
Jesus is that light!   
So; when you are gripped in the depths of depression or you are experiencing struggles 
with your health through sickness or injury, and all you see is doom and gloom, turn 
toward the light, the light of Christ – He is there with you, for you, and the darkness will 
not – It cannot overcome Him. 
 
This light that the darkness could not and cannot overcome is the light which the Magi 
from the lands east of Bethlehem, followed all the way to the place where baby Jesus was 
– the light that did both stop and stay right over the place where Jesus lay as we sing in 
the popular Christmas carol, The First Nowell. 
 
Which, by a circuitous route, brings us back to that wandering flash of light known as 
Halley’s Comet. 
 
Sceptical, secular astronomers have for many years attempted to put the kybosh on the 
account of the Star of Bethlehem and the Magi, recorded in Matthew’s Gospel.  One of 
their errant theories is that these ‘wise men’, if they in fact existed at all, followed a 
comet’s trail across the sky.   
This theory may have something to it except for one major flaw:   



Comets, like Halley’s, don’t suddenly stop in one set spot – like The Star of Bethlehem did.  
The sceptics then in response to that point say ‘well that means that the story of Jesus’ 
birth is all myth’.   
If Jesus’ birth was only as Mary and Joseph’s son as a mortal human, the sceptics might 
have a point.   
But we know better don’t we?   
Through faith, we know and believe that Jesus was also born as the immortal Son of God. 
Simultaneously 100 percent human and 100 percent divine! 
How?         As Holy Scripture reminds us – With God, ALL things are possible! 
 
So friends; this year, Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 
risen upon you.  Step out into the year ahead and shine – shine Christ’s light into the 
world around you. 
Amen. 
The light of Christ lead you and guide you now and always.  Amen. 


