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SERMON – March 10 2019 – Lent 1 

 

‘Temptations’ 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

‘Strike three – you’re out!’ shouts the umpire.   

With that declaration the dejected batter trudges back to the dug-out, dragging their bat 

behind like a chastised dog with its tail firmly tucked between its legs.  But the game 

goes on, and the batter will get another chance to ‘step up to the plate’ at an opportune 

time. 

In today’s Gospel reading, Satan is ‘the slogger.’  He took three almighty swings at 

Jesus, but was outwitted, outsmarted and outplayed – this time. 

 

Text:  Luke 4:12-13 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’ ” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from Him until an opportune 

time.  

 

Let’s look at a replay of the Jesus versus Satan grudge match: 

Satan must have gone into this match thinking that this was a real chance of making 

some easy runs.  After all, Jesus had to have been weakened by His 40 days in the 

wilderness!  He would have no strength left, all He would be thinking about is having a 

good feed – or so Satan thought.  Satan makes the mistake of taunting Jesus with a 

gimmee – a no brainer.  ‘Surely you must be hungry Jesus, you’ve been out in the 

wilderness for soooo long, here, just turn one of these rocks into bread then all your 

hunger pangs will be gone.’   



2 | P a g e   P r  G e o f f  S c h e f e           M a r c h  1 0  2 0 1 9                L e n t  1  

 

Satan thinks now is the opportune time to hit a homer.   

Babow! – Strike One! 

Have you ever gone into a situation, at home, at school, work, or on the sports field, 

where you thought you had the opposition down and out even before the first pitch?  Did 

you come-up-trumps or did you take wild swings and miss out completely?   

Did your spouse, children, teacher, work colleague or sporting opposition confound you 

and take you down, leaving you with egg on your face? 

Jesus pitch was perfectly unhittable; It is written, One does not live by bread alone. 

 

Then the second pitch that Satan faced was just as mind boggling.  Another swing, 

another miss.  ‘All swing and no ding’ as the common cricket sledge goes.   

This time at the batting plate Satan tries out the ‘power and riches’ taunt.  ‘You see all 

this, bow down to me, forget your Father, bow down to me and what you see is all 

yours.’            Dolt! 

 Fancy trying to tempt Jesus with all the kingdoms of the world, something that, by 

birthright as The Son of God, is already His!  That’s as futile as a batter trying to hit a 

leg-side wide when the extras have already gone into the score book.  The batter only 

runs the danger of looking like a real mug by hitting a skier and being caught out. 

Babow! – strike two!            That’s too easy for Jesus! 

 

So, Satan has one more chance to get a score, to get a ‘one-up’ on Jesus.  He changes 

his stance in an attempt to put Jesus off.  In an attempt to ‘switch-hit’ Satan pulls out 

one of his tried and tested trick shots – quoting scripture at Jesus. 

Yeah, like that’s going to pay off! 

It’s as if Jesus, the pitcher, had read Satan’s play book, his stats and his mannerisms – 

Jesus knew what was coming and so knew how and where to pitch.  As before, Jesus 

uses unadulterated Holy Scripture as His delivery weapon.   
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Satan’s stance was confused and tangled, he tried to use scripture as well, but his 

attempted deception was in mixing up snippets from different parts of Psalm 91 that do 

not gel. 

The biblical commentator, Richard Lenski, notes that, to the untrained ear and eye, this 

may seem like a pretty good means of attack.   

But against Jesus! – who did he think he was trying to deceive?   

Lenski also notes that when we read the entirety of Psalm 91, (which I strongly advise 

you to do), the error of Satan’s ways becomes abundantly clear.  Satan’s error was not 

so much in citing Psalm 91, but which parts and in which order is what creates the 

confusion.  As Lenski identified, the lesson for us in this is taught by centuries of 

scholarly mistakes – don’t mix and match or pick and paste scripture.  I quote Lenski: 

“The devil’s way of citing Scripture has been taught far and wide in the devil’s 

school, and some of his pupils and graduates are doctors [of theology] who 

are quite as expert as he is.  One of their tricks which is constantly practiced, 

often on a large scale, is to combine a mass of passages in a way that 

makes the Bible say what it most certainly does not say, in fact, openly 

contradicts elsewhere in the plainest language.” 

 

In today’s key verse Jesus applies the coup-de-grace with His reply to Satan’s 

misquoted lines; “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

Babow! – strike three – you’re out!      Or was he? 

 

Satan might have struck-out on this occasion, but he was most certainly not done with.  

Let me remind you again what Luke says in today’s text; When the devil had finished 

every test, he departed from Him until an opportune time.  

Satan had not gone away; he had merely gone off to lick his wounds, waiting and 

watching for the opportune time to come back and have another crack.   
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And we know that he did! 

 

This is the reminder of the very real danger for each of us – we may have been 

able to ward off Satan’s attacks by calling on help from our only protection, Jesus 

or the Holy Spirit.  This is something we are all urged and inspired to do.  But we 

must still be aware that Satan is constantly lurking, just waiting for the opportune 

time to slither back into our heart, mind and soul.  He knows our weak points, he 

knows what to look out for and he is definitely not backward in coming forward to 

kick you in the guts when you are feeling down – that is one of his favourite plays.  

Satan is the master of manipulation in troubled times such as family and marriage 

disputes, family members or friends trapped in substance abuse, financial stress – 

the list is endless, and all of them are the devil’s playground.  

 

So friends; be constantly on guard!  As St Paul says in Ephesians 6, put on the 

whole armour of God in and through constant prayer and searching The Word.  

When praying, pray boldly, using Jesus’ holy name because one thing we can all 

be assured of is that Satan can’t stand the name of Jesus.  Jesus is the one name 

that makes him cringe and retreat with his tail between his legs.  

 

Fellow disciples at Holy Trinity; the good news is that we are able to, with God in three 

persons – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit – by our side, fight against Satan’s dirty bag 

of tricks.  We can do this because the Holy Trinity knows us – even better than Satan 

does.   

After all, God had a head start on Satan because He created us all and has plotted our 

every breath, thought and movement from even before the world began.  And because 

God has such an intimate connection with each one of us and He loves us so much, He 

protects us from Satan’s insidious powers with His Word and with the saving gifts of 

baptism and Holy Communion.   
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We are now in the season of Lent, preparation time for the greatest event ever 

seen on earth – Jesus’ Passion and the triumph of His empty tomb three days 

later.  During Lent we remember our weakness and come, cap-in-hand to the 

cross, seeking God’s mercy and grace as we wait for the victory dance of Easter 

Sunday.  

 

Satan had his go at bat and yes, he momentarily succeeded in his plan to eject Jesus 

from the game.  But as scripture and numerous hymns and songs remind us; death 

could not hold Him down for He is risen, risen!   

Despite it being Lent – or maybe even because it is Lent – for that we are truly justified 

in exclaiming, Hallelujah! 

 

Amen. 


