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SERMON – Maundy Thursday, 2019 – ‘The Last Supper’. 

 

A night to remember 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Well folks; in case you hadn’t caught on yet, tonight’s address is going to be just a little 

different.  The ensemble gathered here are going to re-enact the events leading up to 

the Last Supper, the supper itself and then, following commissioning of the elements 

they will serve you Holy Communion where you sit.  We do this to remember that, as 

His disciples, we serve Him by serving you – our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Scene One:  Matthew 26:14-35 – ‘Judas agrees to betray Jesus’   

 Pastor reads the text:  Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to 

the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if I betray Him to you?” They paid 

him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to look for an 

opportunity to betray Him. 

 ‘Judas’ sneaks off to conspire with the chief priests. (sneakily goes and talks with 

???? in the congregation, ???? gives Judas a bag of washers).  Judas warily 

returns to Jesus and the others with the bag of silver coins tucked inside his 

cloak (jacket/pants pocket). 

Pastor says:  It’s important to be reminded at this point of something quite telling 

that is revealed in John 12:4-6 which I believe links with a crucial conversation 

Jesus and Judas are soon to have.  It’s the account of Judas’ whinge about Mary 

anointing Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume, a story we heard during the mid-

week Lenten series.  Listen to Judas’ response and keep his complaints in your 

memory as the rest of this drama unfolds; 
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But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5 

“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 

poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 

kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 

 

Scene Two:  Matthew 26:17-19 – ‘Some disciples arrange a location for The 

Passover meal’ 

 Pastor reads text:  On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 

Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher 

says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 So 

the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

 2 or 3 disciples walk around the congregation looking for a certain man who will 

hand over a bunch of keys.  Same 2 or 3 disciples (with help) then set up two 

1800 x 600 plastic fold down table and 13 chairs in the bottom part of the 

sanctuary.  Disciples then place a bowl of dipping water on the table, they also 

set up for Holy Communion (2 x plates with flat bread, 4 x chalices and top-up 

jugs and separate tray of grape juice).   

 

Scene Three:  Matthew 26:20-25 – ‘Jesus reveals His betrayer’ 

 Pastor reads text:  **(During this reading the actors need to time their actions to 

coincide with the text):** 

1) Jesus (Jack Janetzki) gesticulates – pointing around the table while leaning left 

toward Judas (Noel Janetzki) during revelation of Jesus’ betrayer.  When it was 

evening, He took His place with the twelve; and while they were eating, He said, “Truly 

I tell you, one of you will betray me.”22And they became greatly distressed and began to 

say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?”  

2) Looks of astonishment, dismay and confusion, maybe some finger pointing.  

During which the narrator explains the significance of the 11 disciples’ response.    
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Pastor:  The disciples – except Judas – respond with Surely not I LORD.  Finally, 

they have cottoned-on to Jesus’ divine nature.  It may have taken them the best 

part of three years to get to this point, but they do – they call Jesus, LORD!   

3) Jesus again leans toward Judas during; The one who has dipped his hand into the 

bowl with me will betray me.  The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to 

the one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!   

Judas, with a look of shocked indignation recoils from Jesus as Surely not I, Rabbi 

is read.  Remember Judas’ previous actions?  Remember his avarice laced 

whinge about Mary’s act of love for Jesus?  Surely not I, Rabbi seals the deal!!  

Mary knew who she was serving – Judas did not!   

Judas did not recognize Jesus as LORD like the other disciples did – all he saw 

was just another travelling Rabboni – just another teacher – just an easy meal-

ticket! 

 

Scene Four:  Matthew 26:26-29 – ‘The words of institution.’ 

 Pastor consecrates the elements of Holy Communion using the text as ‘words of 

institution’;**(Jack J holds up the platen of flat bread, then one of the chalices at 

the appropriate times)** 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it He broke it, 

gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”  Then He took a cup, and 

after giving thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me, and finishing with the blessing: The peace of the 

Lord be with you.  Pastor says; ‘Jesus then said this to signify that this is His 

Last Supper: V 29; I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”   

Pastor says; ‘These last few words are a reminder also of Jesus’ promise to us of 

the heavenly feast that awaits all who are baptized and believe in Him.  It is His 

promise that though we, who die to this earthly life, will be raised in glory to live 

eternally with Christ in heaven.’ 
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 Pastor communes the disciples and Jesus at the table.  The band plays music 

(‘Jesus remember me’) while the disciples are communed. 

 While Pastor serves the band Holy Communion in the band section the disciples 

move among the congregation in the pews distributing Holy Communion.  **The 

band plays during distribution.** 

 Pastor is communed at the foot of the sanctuary last.   

 Pastor says the dismissal prayer  

 The responsive thanksgiving prayer. 

 The service concludes in silence with the stripping of the altar etc. 


