
Sunday, October 28, 2018     Romans 3:22b-24, 27-28                     Pastor Geoff Schefe 

Saved by Grace, Through Faith 

Greeting: Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Text:  Romans 3:22b-24, 27-28  For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by His grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No; but 
by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 
by the law. 
 

Last week we heard a wonderful message about the saving power of faith, demonstrated in the 
story of blind Bartimaeus.  This week we continue this ‘Salvation through Faith’ theme, as today 
we commemorate the reformation of The Church.   
But, as we confessed earlier, today is also about apologizing for historic sins against children 
and the vulnerable by people within our church.   
You may be asking, what has the apology Prime Minister Scott Morrison and leader of the 
opposition Bill Shorten jointly shared in parliament on Monday October 22 got to do with The 
Reformation? 
At a casual glance the two events don’t appear to be linked.  But I think you will see that there 
is a link, both historically and biblically. 
 

In the New Testament reading for Reformation Sunday which is Romans 3:19-27, St Paul, tells 
us in verses 22 and 23; For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.  This message, shared with the people of the new church in Rome is exactly the 
same for us today.   
 
There are NO distinctions – not one person is exempt – we have ALL sinned and fallen short of 
God’s glory.  In the instance of the survivors and victims of sexual abuse by members of 
churches, and church bodies – we have most definitely fallen well short of how God expects us 
to care for and treat His precious children. 
 

Following is a short excerpt from the apology offered during an evening devotion at General 
Synod by the LCA and in part borrowed from a liturgy of repentance developed by The Salvation 
Army – Australia.  During this time of devotion we, as Synod collectively reflected in prayerful 
silence on our church’s part in failing to protect children in our care. 
 

‘We acknowledge the harm suffered by victims of sexual abuse by pastors, other 
people in positions of trust, and members of the Lutheran Church of Australia and 
the synods that preceded it’ 

We are sorry! 



Something that the recently completed Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse has revealed to us, and I pray, taught us Australian Lutherans is that we are not 
immune to this plight on society.  While the percentage of total reported incidences by the LCA 
may sound miniscule, at around zero-point three percent – 202 or 203 reported cases is far, far 
too many!   
It’s like the current TAC road safety ad where the husband/father/son is asked what he thinks is 
a satisfactory road toll number?  He replies ‘about 70’, then his extended family appears, 
demonstrating what 70 lost lives might look like.  His amended response is zero!   
 
Friends; that should be our response and our expectation of how many cases of child sexual 
abuse is acceptable – Zero!! 
 

And in case we might become blasé; It is wrong of us to say, ‘Who me?’ ‘I have not done 
anything wrong! I have never personally sexually abused a child or a vulnerable person!’  For 
there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   
 When we have suspected or heard of possible incidences and have turned a blind-eye or 
simply ignored it was happening – we are culpable.  This is one of the stand-out revelations of 
our church’s Professional Standards (Child Safe/Church Safe) training. 

 

The records reveal that pastors, teachers, Sunday School teachers, camp leaders and camp 
attendees have been guilty of such crimes.  Yes, crimes!  What’s more, these crimes have been 
happening right under our noses.  Or, as Scott Morrison said in his apology speech, ‘in plain 
sight’.  Just because we think that these crimes may not have happened ‘on our watch’ does 
not excuse us.  That is the thinking that allowed many of the reported incidents to happen in 
the first place.  How many years, even centuries this abhorrent practice has been happening is 
unclear.  The length of time it may have been happening is inconsequential.  That it has, is our 
church’s shame. 
We are sorry! 
 
Romans 3:20 tells us that No human being – male or female – will be justified in God’s eyes by 
deeds prescribed by The Law, because The Law serves to identify the sin and prick the 
conscience of the sinner.  Here St Paul lays the ‘secretive sinner’ issue out plainly and simply.  
Those who have sinned against children and the vulnerable know it, even if only 
subconsciously.  What’s more, we, the church, have for the most part, been oblivious to the 
awful sins being perpetrated.  But we, as individuals and as the body of Christ – The Church – 
can no longer turn a blind-eye to what has been going on right under our noses and during our 
watch. 
 

Friends; there is however, exceedingly good news for us on this day of commemoration. 
St Paul is absolutely right in saying that we are ALL sinners and have missed the target set for us 
by God in The Law – the commandments, we can’t escape that. 
We are sinners and have sinned grievously!  That is the message we are given in the first few 
verses of this well-known text from Romans.  But Paul’s writings are also full of wonderful 
Gospel messages too.  Verse 24 says; they are now justified by His grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.   



That’s right!  Because of Jesus’ sacrificial love, love that took Him all the way to Calvary’s Cross 
on our behalf, we are Justified – Redeemed – Forgiven – Sanctified!   
And yes; that includes the repentant sinner who may have been an abuser of children or the 
vulnerable in their care.   
 
For some, especially the victims and family of victims, that is a very bitter pill to swallow. But 
that is Jesus’ promise, that is God’s promise!  And God is the judge, it is His right and His job – 
not ours! 
How can an abuser of children be granted forgiveness?   
Because when they repent of their sins before God, it is an act of faith, that’s why.   
We confess that we Lutheran sinners, are Justified by GRACE, through FAITH! 
Jesus’ love is given without strings attached but that does not mean that His gift of redemption 
is in any way a ‘get out of jail card’ for perpetrators of child sexual abuse, or any other crime!  
 
The criminal laws of the land still need to be upheld – without distinction or exception! 
In The Gospels when Jesus was quizzed by the pharisees for daring to have a meal with a 
SINNER, He proclaimed that He came to save, not the righteous, but SINNERS. 
Jesus came to save ALL repentant sinners!  He came to save you and me! 
When we go back to Romans 3:22 we see this plainly and clearly explained; The righteousness 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  For there is no distinction.  Just as 
there are no distinctions in that we are ALL sinners, there is also no distinction regarding God’s 
righteousness given freely to ALL the faithful who believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
Does this free gift of salvation give the faithful a distinction – only in that we are forgiven, and 
so can live freely in our relationship with God!  Does it give us the right to boast as St Paul asks 
in Romans 3:27?  Only in that we can and should never boast of anything except the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to us , and we to the world.  
(adapted from Galatians 6:14).  But friends; we must be careful here too.  We need to be 
mindful that we never consider God’s grace and our salvation through Jesus’ love, as works of 
our own hands.  Salvation is from Jesus and God alone.   
 
There is absolutely nothing we could ever think, say or do that would ever be enough to earn 
our salvation.  This is the crux of Martin Luther’s teaching, this is what the Reformation is all 
about. 
 
Salvation for saint and sinner alike, comes from one source and one source alone:  
By Christ Alone with Grace alone, through Faith Alone. 
On this we stand – we can do no other! 
Amen. 


