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SERMON: September 29, 2019 

Godliness and Contentment 

 

Greeting:  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Before we begin, I think it is prudent that I forewarn you that today’s address has a 

heavy law focus.  All of the readings, including the Gospel are strongly law focussed.  

But that’s okay; sometimes we need a good wake-up call to ensure that we don’t 

become spiritually complacent. 

 

Text:  Amos 6:4a, 6  Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their 

couches; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not 

grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

1 Timothy 6:6-7  Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 

for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it.. 

 

While studying today’s readings in Amos 6 and St Pauls advice in 1 Timothy 6 and 

Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16, I was reminded of a certain 

Aussie high-flyer of the eighties who crashed back to earth with a thud! 

Do you remember the Aussie big-shot Alan Bond?  Australian of the year in 1978; 

awarded an AO (Officer of the Order of Australia) in 1984.  But Bond is probably 

most famously remembered for bank-rolling the first ever successful bid to remove 

the America’s Cup from the iron grip of the Yanks.   

Get this: In 2008 Bond had an estimated net-worth of $265 million.  Friends; that’s an 

obscene amount of money in any person’s language – even by today’s standards – 

especially when we consider that significant amounts of Bonds wealth were 

discovered to be ‘ill-gotten gains.’ 

Yes; we Aussies cheered loudly and partied long and hard when Australia II won the 

America’s Cup.   
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Back then Bond was considered as much of a hero as John Bertrand and his crew.  

But the thing that both amazed and amused me is that the cheers that erupted 

around Australia when he was ‘taken down’ and jailed were just about as long and 

loud.   

Because of his indiscretions, Bond was unceremoniously stripped of his AO in 1997. 

Oh, how the mighty fall!!   

We Aussies just love a bit of ‘Tall Poppy chopping’ don’t we? 

So; where is Alan Bond now?     Like ALL the rich and poor alike who have died; he 

is dead – not even his obscene wealth could stop that!  Like the rich man in 

Jesus’ parable in Luke 16 and the ‘rich fool’ in Luke 12 whose soul was required of 

him, death was inescapable for Alan Bond.  It is also one of the inescapable 

certainties for ALL of us too – one day, in God’s good and perfect time – we too will 

die. 

 

About Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus; I reckon that if Jesus had told that 

story to a mob of Aussies, there would have been a resounding cheer – another ‘Tall 

Poppy’ cut down to size!   

Which makes me wonder if our own, almost pious Aussie way of thinking toward the 

rich and powerful, might stem from our history as a nation who once followed and 

practiced Christian principles and ethics - at least, a lot more than we currently do.  

But mis-guided righteousness has led to all-out envy of other people’s wealth, 

riches and power.  In the world scheme of things, Australia is a minnow when it 

comes to power in numbers – we are one of the least populated of all developed 

countries – but we still want to ‘play with the big boys’ - politically, financially, and on 

the sporting field.  By and large, Aussies are fiercely parochial!  

Again; remember the cheer when WE beat the Yanks in the America’s Cup! 

 

To explain the issue with the world’s lack of contentment with the riches which God 

gives us, let’s look more closely at today’s readings: 



3 | P a g e   P r  G e o f f  S c h e f e   S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 1 9   P e n t e c o s t  1 6  

 

Amos 6 begins with; Alas (or Woe) for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who 

feel secure on Mount Samaria.   

 

Friends; when we consider how far our nation’s ethics and morals have been 

savagely eroded in such a short space of time, we could just as easily swap Zion 

and Mt Samaria for Australia.  Woe to those who are at ease and feel secure in 

Australia  Amos’ tirade of warning continues in verses four and six; Woe for those who 

lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint 

themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  

Ouch!!   Very ouch indeed!! 

Here ‘Joseph’ is representative of the powerful aristocratic Israelites who had grown 

soft and had lost their passion for God’s way.  These religiously complacent and 

arrogant Jewish notables were the first to be sent into exile when King 

Nebuchadnezzar overthrew Judah. 

This warning can easily be read as; ‘Woe to you who think that you have it made in 

your cushy, comfortable and secure life here.’  Woe to you who, like the rich fool in 

Jesus’ parable in Luke 12, believe that success, fame, fortune and power comes 

solely from your efforts.   

Woe to you who forget and even reject God’s powerful hand in ALL you have 

achieved.  Friends; don’t be mis-led – nothing at all can be achieved or gained 

except by God’s will and grace! 

It also says; ‘woe to you who revile and reject people who faithfully honour and follow 

God’s Word, His commands, His direction for life’. 

 

God’s message in all of these accounts is that, sooner or later, we will ALL die and 

when we do, it is God who makes the final judgement about whether we will be 

raised in body and soul to be with Him and all the heavenly hosts, or will be 

condemned to the eternal fires of hell like the rich man in Jesus’ parable. 

The great solace we believing Christians have is that, through the gift of baptism, 

Jesus promises us a special place in heaven.   
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On this promise we live and hope knowing that Father, Son and Holy Spirit keep 

their promises.  This is great; but as we reminded the 20 young people who received 

their first communion a few weeks ago, God wants us to stay connected to Him and 

with Him through regular worship, regular reading of His Word and regular chats with 

Him in prayer. 

 

So friends; as St Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6, there is a great advantage for us to live 

a godly life, being content with the bounty that God the creator does bless us with.  

In 1 Timothy 6:9 Paul also advises against senseless greed that only ends with ruin 

and destruction.  

It also should be made clearly understood that in his letter to Timothy, St Paul does 

not say that money is the problem.  He understood – as we should too – that we 

need money to live.  What Paul warns against is the love of money for it is the root of 

all kinds of evil.                      What wisdom is in those words of warning!   

We need just have a cursory look at the world around us to see how invasive – how 

universal – how damaging greed is.  Just have a look at your daily news bulletins 

where there seems to be a never-ending stream of reports of this politician, or that 

business tycoon or sports star who has been caught with their fingers in the bikkie 

barrel.  Avarice, corruption and greed invade all peoples from all professions and all 

walks of life – harming the perpetrators and victims alike. 

 

But in case we are tempted to sneer and start poking our finger at those who have 

been ‘found out’ like Alan Bond and many many others, we would be well advised to 

first ‘clear the log from our own eyes’.  I think it is safe to say that we all, at one time 

or another, have fallen prey to the ‘big green monster’ that is greed, keeping it all for 

yourself, putting yourself first. 

There is however a beautiful counter-balance to all this. 

The wonderful thing is that many of you already share your wealth – financially and 

with your time and God-given skills all around your community.   
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But always remember that when you do ‘good works’ with your time and money it 

counts not one iota toward your salvation.  We are only justified – redeemed – saved 

by the grace of God, through faith in Him and not by anything we could possibly do 

or have done.  Money cannot buy, nor do works earn your salvation.   

Salvation comes to you solely through God’s grace, love and mercy. 

 

So friends; All we who already have Gods Riches At Christ’s Expense † GRACE – 

lavishly showered on us, let us live as God has designed us to and as Jesus teaches 

us, in godliness and contentment.  Let us look first to the needs of our brothers 

and sisters before feathering our own nest.  Let’s at least try to emulate Christ’s 

outrageous care and love for ALL – disregarding social status and bank balances. 

Amen. 


