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‘Pray ... for your leaders and all those in authority ...’   
 

The weather and politics are probably our most favourite conversation starters! 
 

So how do you feel when fellow Christians complain about their leaders? 
Whether it is the Prime Minister or State Premier?  Or the Mayor and local Councillors?  Or the Chair of 

the congregation, the College Council and their board members? 

Does it bother you?  Do you also join in with complaints of your own? 

These complaints should bother us. God’s Word for today gives us more than just a few reasons why. 
 

God is not pleased with our grumblings! 
His response is we don’t have to like what our leaders are doing. But he does call us to pray for them. 

That’s our job. We don’t have to like what they are doing, but we have the privilege and responsibility to 

pray for them.  
 

So why do I need to be praying for those who have authority in my life? 
Well, let’s have a look at what God’s Word has to say about why we are to pray for our leaders; and how 

we are to pray for them. Surely God has some very good reasons for us to be doing this. 
 

They are right here in Paul’s instructions to Timothy as we heard this morning. 
He says: ‘I urge you, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for 

everyone …’ (v. 1) 
 

1. ‘for kings and for all those in authority …’ (v. 2) 
For us, it means our Prime Minister, and our Premier. The members of parliament. Our courts and all 

those who work for justice in our land. 

Why are we to pray for them?  For what outcome?  This is really important in our rapidly changing world 

today. We are called to pray that through their leadership: ‘we may (be able to) live peaceful and quiet 

lives in all godliness and holiness’.  So we are to pray that in their leading and in their decision making, 

they would protect the privilege and right of all people to worship God and to live in ways that are for our 

good, and which honour God. 
 

2. Now the why!  ‘This is good, and it pleases God our Saviour,’ we are told. (v. 3) 
It’s a good thing for us to be doing!  Praying for our leaders. It’s good because all leaders need our 

prayers, so that God can be at work in their lives. Blessing them with a wisdom that comes from him. 

Helping them to live a humble life, of serving their people after the model in which God has served and is 

serving us in Jesus. 

Not for their own personal gain. Not to feather their own nest. As can be the pattern for those in 

leadership!  But rather for the benefit and blessing of all people they are appointed to serve. 

God is truly pleased when we pray for our leaders. He is delighted to hear those prayers, and to answer 

them. For our blessing. For our good. For our well-being. Because God really cares about us, and he 

wants nothing to stand in the way of our living in a loving relationship with him … and with each other!   
 

3. So what is the bigger picture for God?  What is His grand will in all this? 
Well, could it be any clearer?  God’s desire is for: ‘all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of truth’. (v. 4) God wants all people to know that they already have a Father who loves them more than 

anything else in all the world. He wants the world to know that they are his precious and chosen people, 

and he is their God. He wants them to look to Jesus so that they may understand just how much he loves 

them. He wants them to know that seeing he sacrificed Jesus to call and claim them as his people, he will 

stop at nothing to ensure their well-being here and now in this world, and for the life to come.  
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Since God wants the world to know of his love, he also wants it to be our prayer.  
It is why we, his church exists in the world. It is the purpose for which we live and work as his church in 

the world!  We are church, not just for ourselves, but for the sake of the world. Making his love real in the 

world. By proclaiming, teaching and living the love of God for all to hear and experience. 
 

This is the reason why God calls on us to pray for our leaders. 
So that: ‘we may live peaceful and quiet lives ... in all godliness and holiness’. (v. 2) Peace and 

quietness will be the outcome of effective servant leadership. We need peace and quietness in our lives, 

so that the good news of God’s love in Jesus can be shared with others. We need peace and quietness so 

that we can freely live God pleasing lives in the world.  
 

We pray for our leaders, because our world today is openly hostile to Christianity. 
We supposedly live in a land of freedoms. Where people of all colour, race, religion and background are 

welcomed and accepted. But it would seem that some people are ‘more free’ than others. We may have 

the freedom of speech, but we are not free to speak out against attitudes and behaviour that violate God’s 

will for us! 

Even so, we can thankfully live in God’s way without too much hindrance or opposition. Thankfully we 

can freely practice our faith in our Congregation, in our College and in our community without raising too 

many eyebrows! 

Sadly some schools are forbidden to share the joy of Jesus birth at Christmas. They are unable to 

acknowledge the love of God in the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter. The richness of these 

seasons and the hope they offer to people remains silent. 

So we pray for our leaders because they grant and protect the freedoms we enjoy. 
 

We pray for our leaders, because they make and police laws to govern our lives. 
Victoria is now the Euthanasia state. It has become legal for people to terminate human life under some 

circumstances. We don’t have any say over our coming into the world. Why should we be able to arrange 

our departure from the world?  Human life is God’s most sacred gift. 

Abortion is a legal option almost anywhere in our land. Only today unborn babies can legally be ‘killed’ 

much later in a pregnancy. When new life is already a reality.   

We are entering into a time when gender selection is promoted as an option. You can choose it to be a 

‘boy’ or a ‘girl’, just as you wish! 
 

Are we today ‘playing God’ with the gift of human life? 
It would seem that in some situations our law makers are stepping into the shoes of God himself and 

making decisions that should be left to God alone. Life which is made: ‘in God’s own image, after his 

own likeness’, (Genesis 1:26) and therefore, it is sacred to him, and should be respected and honoured by 

us all. Isn’t it our God given calling to protect the gift of human life, especially of those who are 

vulnerable; rather than question it, and even end it?    
 

Our leaders have a great deal of influence over our lives, don’t they? 
Should we then be surprised that God calls on us to pray for them?  Only for us, it is not merely a 

command. It is our joy and privilege to be praying for our leaders. Thank God for them. 

So then, joyfully pray for your ‘leaders and all those in authority. Make it a daily joy! 

Pray for all the elected leaders, your National, State and local leaders. Pray for all who make the laws of 

our land and then police them. Pray for them before you give your running commentary on how they are 

doing their job. Pray for all leaders of our congregation. Not just your pastors. Pray for the leaders of our 

College and the leaders of all schools. Your leaders need God’s wisdom, his presence and blessing! 
 

So then, pray for ‘your leaders, because it is good, and it pleases God!’ 


